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The National Championships at Paynesville, Victoria,

ran from 29 December 1975 to 7 January 1976 and

attracted forty two starters; thirtyAf?Om”Victoria,

four from Western Australia and eight’ from NSW

(including five from ACT). - k. drd

The fleet was of consistently‘high’qaulity, with

‘well presented boats keenly sailed. Nine races

were sailed on Lake Victoria in winds which were
strong for the early races but eased of each day
until on the last day the winds were extremely
light and fickle. Except for the third heat

which was declared "no race" due to a vér& confused
start the series was well run and provided

valuable experience for all participants. The
final results were: ' o

Race - - First Sedbhd” Third
Invitation Owl & Pussy Reliance III Taurus (NSW)
: Cat (WA) (vic)

1st Heat Reliance III Philanderer Fiascb (vic)
(vic) (vie)

2nd Heat Philanderer Reliance IIT Cervantes (WA)
(Vic) (Vic)

3rd Heat Super Goose Owl & Pussy Don Quixote (WA)
(Nsw) Cat (WA)

3rd Heat Reliance IIT

Lth Heat Reliance IIT Don Quixote Cervantes (wa)
(vie) (wA)

5th Heat . Innesfree Fiasco (Vic) Super Goose (Nsw)
(vice)

6th Heat Taurus (NSW) Topaz (Vie) Reliance IIT (vic)

7th Heat Firefly (NSW) Reliance (Vic) Cervantes (wa)

Final Results

1975/76 National Champion "Reliance III" W. Shand (vic)
Runner Up "Philanderer" J. Bach .(Vic)

Third "Owl and Pussy Cat" G. Black (WA)
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Canberra News

Five Canberra crews journied to Paynesv1lle to .
compete in the 14th national champlonshlps. They
were Terry Coles and David Starris (Taurus), Mark

and Maureen Hopkins (Firefly), Paul_ Cohen_and son

Paul (Shalom), John and Myra Rowling (Quartet)

and Ron and Lorraine Reid (Lochinvar). Overall Taurus
was 4th, Firefly 15th, Shalom equal 16th Quarter 18th
and Lochinvar 27th.

The series was well conducted by the Gippsland

Lakes Yacht Club. Lake Victoria provided a good

expanse of water for racing and the winds were

generally good. The only unfortunate incident to

mar proceedings was the resail of the second heat. This
cost Lake Macquarie's Noel Davies a win and Canberra
boats Taurus and Quartet a second and third respectively.

Most of the Canberra contingent felt reasonably

happy with their performances. It was singificant

that Taurus and Firefly won the sixth and seventh heats
when the winds eased toward the end of the series.
Obv1ous1y sailing on an inland 1ake must have some
benefits. : : iRl s :

The majority of competitors from Victoria and
Western Australia had relatively new boats. This
tended to emphasise that NSW fleets are generally
composed of older boats and has prompted several

Canberra skippers to plan new yachts for next season,
Mark Hopkins has already sold Firefly to David
Goudie of Port Hacking, John Rowling is open to
offers for Quartet and Rex Warner is considering
swapping Moonraker's old hull for a new one.



